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DDB Research Grants 
Application Guidelines 2011
The Dust Diseases Board (DDB) will consider grant applications for research projects of up to 3 years duration.
The research grant application is in two parts: 

1. The proposed research project details

2. The proposed research budget details.
The forms for the project details and the budget details can be downloaded from the DDB website at www.ddb.nsw.gov.au. Follow the link to Research Grants.
Applications which omit significant information may not be considered.
The two parts of each research funding application should be submitted together in hard copy to:

The General Manager
Dust Diseases Board

GPO Box 5323
Sydney  2001
and an electronic copy to:

researchgrants@ddb.nsw.gov.au

The closing date for applications is 23 September 2011.
Applications will only be considered for research in the following priority areas:

1. Innovative approaches to preventing occupational dust diseases

2. Developing/evaluating improved treatments for dust diseases

3. Developing/evaluating new treatments and services to improve the quality of life for workers suffering from dust diseases

4. Improved techniques for screening and diagnosis of dust disease and for assessing disability

5. Evaluating existing treatments and services for dust disease

6. Epidemiology of dust diseases
Grants Available

Grants may be awarded to a maximum of  $250,000 for projects up to 2 years duration. The DDB may consider applications for higher amounts under exceptional circumstances for projects up to a maximum of 3 years duration. All grant applications must provide a detailed budget and justification for proposed project expenses. The Board has allowed for grants funding to support more than one project commencing in 2012.
Grants are awarded only for research projects conducted in Australia.
The Proposed Research Project Details

The project details will be used to assess the scientific merit of the research and the qualifications and experience of the research group. If the grant application is successful then the project details will become part of the funding agreement.
The Proposed Research Budget Details

The budget details will be used to ensure that the appropriate level of budget discipline and accountability will be exercised in the project. If the grant application is successful then the budget details will become part of the funding agreement.
Criteria  
In addition to how well the proposed research project fits into the DDB research priorities, the DDB will use the following criteria in determining the merit of research funding applications:
· The cost vs benefit of the project (20%)
· The anticipated usefulness of the research results in relation to the DDB and its clients (20%)
· The merit and feasibility of the research design/methodology (50%)
· The qualifications and experience of the investigator/s, and the research reputation of the investigator/s and associated organisation/s (10%)
The DDB obtains a peer evaluation of short listed applications by an independent expert panel.

Notification of Outcome
All applicants will be notified directly of the outcome of their application. The decision of the DDB in relation to funding applications is final and no correspondence or discussion will be entered into. These decisions are not subject to review.  The details of successful grant applications (i.e. Project title, Chief investigator, Institution and total funding awarded) will be published on the DDB website (www.ddb.nsw.gov.au).  

Research Agreement
If your application for research funding is successful you will have to sign a standard DDB Research Funding Agreement. The agreement includes as attachments:

· The project details

· The project budget

· The schedule of progress reports and stage payments. 

Successful applicants may need to revise their schedule of progress reports prior to signing the funding agreement.  All progress payments (after the first one) will be contingent on a satisfactory progress report for the previous stage. 
Applicants should be aware that the Schedule of Progress Reports and Stage Payments is part of the funding agreement and the Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) are used to evaluate satisfactory progress. Any changes to the Schedule must be notified to the DDB and require DDB approval to ensure ongoing funding.
The standard DDB Research Funding Agreement is available for download at www.ddb.nsw.gov.au  The terms of the agreement will not be amended for individual applicants. 

Intellectual Property

The DDB will own 100% of the new Intellectual Property (IP) arising from the research project unless the DDB is satisfied that exceptional circumstances exist. A request to vary the IP ownership must be submitted in writing and agreed with the Board prior to the signing of the funding agreement. The definition of IP in the DDB Research Funding Agreement is limited to commercial exploitation and does not restrict the use of IP for teaching, research, publication or other uses in the public interest.

Ethics Approval

Evidence of Research Ethics Committee approval, Institutional Biosafety Committee approval or other regulatory body approvals, as appropriate to the research being conducted, must be forwarded to the DDB upon their receipt.  The offer of funding may be withdrawn if the necessary approvals/licences are not received 6 months after the date of the research funding agreement.

Travel Expenses

DDB research grants may include justified domestic travel expenses. Research grants will not include any international travel expenses.

Progress Reporting
The DDB requires progress reports and expenditure reports to be submitted according to the Schedule of Progress Reports which is part of every funding agreement. Any departure from the approved project and/or the budget must be disclosed in the progress reports.  
If a project fails to obtain the target number of research subjects the DDB may reduce the grant. If a project fails to obtain sufficient research subjects to produce statistically significant results the DDB may terminate the funding for the project.

At the completion of the project you will be required to arrange for an audit by an accredited auditor of all grant monies expended. Applicants should include financial auditing expenses in their project budget.
Random audits may be conducted during the course of the project.  The DDB will provide reasonable notice should a random audit be required. You must ensure documents and other financial records are properly maintained and available if required.

The DDB withholds the final 5% of grant monies which are not paid until all the researcher’s obligations under the funding agreement are fulfilled.

Access to DDB Clients, Records or Facilities

Projects that propose to use DDB data or DDB clients as research subjects must include all the costs associated with these requirements in their research budget. The DDB has a schedule of fees that can be used as a guideline. Researchers proposing access to DDB clients as part of their projects are strongly encouraged to discuss the feasibility of their projects with Dr Giles Yates, Director Medical Services, Dust Diseases Board before submitting their grant applications.
Australian Competitive Grants Register

The DDB Research Grants Scheme is included in the Australian Competitive Grants Register (ACGR) as a nationally competitive research scheme. The income that Higher Education Providers receive from schemes listed on the ACGR drives the allocation of Research Infrastructure Block Grants (RIBG).
Enquiries

Enquiries can be directed to Dr Giles Yates, Director Medical Services, Dust Diseases Board, (02) 8223 6600, giles.yates@ddb.nsw.gov.au
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